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Presidential Statement
We’ve made it through 2021, another challenging year here at
the BLFGA. Through the cooperation of the club members and
the public, and with the huge amount of support from our
community, we continue to make improvements, and continue
to grow. We’re looking forward, like everyone else, to putting
Co-Vid behind us, and charging ahead. If this can’t beat us,
nothing can! I’d like to take a moment to express my sincere thanks to all our members
that work so hard to make things happen, and to all of our supporters! Folks like Berny
Rubadue, Bruce Tiger, Bill Morrison, and Jim Robinson that all worked so hard to keep
the grounds in shape, and Larry Kring, Ralph Goodwin, and Phil Halladay, along with Jim
Robinson that keep the trap shooting and equipment running. I’m sure I’ve missed some
folks, but I hope not! We’ve made some pretty darned good progress on some big things
around the place, and there’s more to come!
Michael D. Warren, BLFGA President

Our Benefactors

In what we feel is the biggest news of the year, Mr. Alfred Ames Jr, who grew up on Black Lake,
attended Morristown Central School, and like so many others, has the memory and distinction of
having taken their “Hunter Safety Course” at the BLFGA, discovered we had the dream of
someday constructing a large addition on the club building in which we could shoot indoor
Archery and Air Guns, and to provide an indoor space for presentations and courses. To
memorialize his Father and Mother, Alfred and Eileen Ames, and as a way to give something
back to the community he grew up in, as well as to honor Jim Robinson and Larry Kring for their
years of mentoring in the ways of the sportsperson, He and his wife, Linda, have more than a little
generously committed to funding our endeavor to build the 50x120 addition and connector wing
for our Outdoor Education Center! This is an unbelievable step for us, as we’ve been talking
about it for a number of years, but hadn’t been able to raise the money to proceed. At the time of
the writing of this newsletter, plans have been drawn, and we’re in the process of going through
the town requirements with Planning and Permits. We hope to shortly be obtaining approvals and
contractors, with plans for breaking ground as soon as possible in the spring!
We’ve also made good progress on the new trap fields, with John Patterson and his crew of
Patterson Electric, Larry Young, Larry Kring, Phil and Gary Halladay, and Jim Robinson having
worked to get conduit in, install pallets on the floors of trap houses, install stands for the trap
machines (Constructed by Richard Rupert and his BOCES students), and the fill from Stout’s
Sand and Gravel is in and graded. Glen Colby and his crew have constructed and installed doors
on both trap houses, and many have made donations toward the effort. Joe Hays and his entire
family at one time or another it seems like, have been forming and placing concrete for the
shooting arcs of both fields, and are ready for the walkways between when the weather
cooperates. The concrete looks great, and will be there for many years to come!
The FNRA and the NRA Foundation have been supporting the club with grants for the past 9
years, and have been a huge aid in getting the equipment we’ve needed to keep our programs
going. We’ve exceeded $18,000 through the years from these folks, in both monetary grants as
well as equipment and ammunition supplied!
On top of this, the MCS Trap Team received a separate grant from them for $2,970, Heuvelton
received $2,640, and Hammond $2,640, all in ammunition.
We’d like to especially thank the Tug Hill Chapter of the FNRA for all
they do to make these grants possible.

Stewart’s Shops has a Holiday Match Program, as many are likely aware. What many aren’t
aware of, is that the money you donate is matched by the company, and given to folks like us, that
apply for use with programs for kids. The first year we received $500 from them, the past 4 years

we received $600, and we hope to receive $600 again this year, for use to help fund
our Summer Education Series program.
We are really excited about this program, as it can potentially fund the
BLFGA Youth Shooting Sports Program in perpetuity! With information from
Mike Bechtel at SSP Eyewear, we became part of this program begun by the
Potterfield’s of Midway USA. The program is the formation of an endowment
fund for the individual teams throughout the country, with money to the club’s
account matched by the Potterfield’s. The fund is administered by the
foundation, and is interest bearing as well. The club is eligible to write an
application for a grant once a year for up to 5% of the club fund balance for use in our shooting
sports program. The foundation also has items they will donate to the club for use in fundraising,
with the proceeds used to grow the endowment fund balance. Any individual or company can also
donate to the fund, with each dollar also matched at various levels during various drives
throughout the year! At the $40,000 fund balance level, the club could write a grant yearly for
$2,000 – virtually forever. We currently have approximately $20,000 in our fund, made possible
by supporters like you, and have not begun drawing from it in an effort to grow the balance to
self-sustainability. The foundation is also a 501c3 corporation, so donations to the fund are tax
deductible!
Visit https://www.midwayusafoundation.org/pages/profile-display-donorlist?reid=SdNXxPvH9XU%3d&bbsys=0&bbrt=0 to donate to our endowment fund

Wednesday Night Trap Shoots
Our regular Wednesday night trap shooting was a bust this year. It wasn’t Covid 19 that put a
damper on it, it was the lack of available ammunition. This year we ran the times from 5pm until
done but we struggled to shoot more than 4 round of trap each night. We tried something new
this year called the ‘green bird 50-50’. It cost a dollar to compete. If the shooter got a green bird,
and broke it he or she got half of the 50-50 pot. We had a lot of fun with
this and a few shooters took home a little extra change. If it wasn’t for
our friends from Lisbon and Gouverneur most evenings would have
been a bust. To give a rough idea on how limited it was the trap machine
in 2020 threw 76,711 clay targets, this year 12,459. This included the
Spring a fall high school spring and fall competitions. Shooters again
ranged in age from 12 years old right through early 80’s. Girls, boys,
ladies, guests who were camping on the lake and the traditional gang of
trigger pullers. This is truly a family activity at the Black Lake Club. In one case we have 3
generations of Black Laker’s shooting

THE FUTURE WITH TRAP SHOOTING AT THE CLUB

We presently still have 3 high school teams shooting at the club making for a full day for
completion. We are struggling getting our new trap field up and running. The houses are in and
the fill to bring the field up to grade has been complete. The conduit is run for the electric, and
most of the cement for the shooting positions is done. There is a new building in place that will
be used for signing up and storage especially for the high school trap teams. We have a long way
to go yet, buildings, cement, top soil, lights and hundreds of other things to complete a project like
this, but we will get there.

Ice Fishing Derby Scheduled for Saturday, January 29th

As the year of 2021 winds down, we can take a moment to reflect on many of the positives that
happened at the BLFGC! One of those was our annual ice fishing derby, which is also our biggest
fundraising event of the year.
The year of 2021 was a big change for the derby as we went to on ice weigh stations and checking
fish by length instead of weight to allow for more catch and release. We also changed the way that we
gave out door prizes! People came from all over to try to catch the lucky pike that would win them a
$500. grand prize from one of the three check station or one of the $50. tagged fish that were stocked
into the lake. In all, the BLFGC ice fishing derby showed profits of almost $14,000. It was a record year
for the club as we had over 600 adults and over 200 kids registered and released over 120 pike back into
the lake!! A huge thank you goes out all of the amazing sponsors who donated cash and prizes to help
make this derby one of the best in the North Country!!!
Now, we gear up for the 2022 BLFGC ice fishing derby with precautions in place to deal with the
Covid pandemic and social distancing. We have eliminated giving prizes out at the clubhouse and will
give all prizes away at the three different popular fishing spots on the lake. There will be fish measuring
stations at Chapman’s Sports, Black Lake Marine and Roll Away Bay. Each station will be giving out its
own door prizes and its own cash prizes worth over $1100. at each station!! New this year there will be a
panfish category put back in for the kids and a special $1000. cash prize for the biggest Pike caught at the
Chapman Station!! We will be once again giving away two lifetime sportsman licenses to kids in the
derby sponsored as memorials by people in the community!!There will also be over $2000. In tagged fish
stocked into the lake with the hopes that some angler might get lucky and catch one of the $50. Tagged
fish! Our raffle offers three prizes that can be won. The winner will have a choice of a $500. Gift
certificate to Whitton’s Gun Shop, 24 volt Strike master ice auger or a lifetime membership to the BLFGC
. Tickets can be purchased at any of the local bait shops and stores on the lake or directly from a club
member! This year these raffle tickets can also be purchased on the club website at BLFGA.org.
Come join the fun this year on January 29, 2022 as the BLFGC hosts it annual ice fishing derby and
welcomes in what will hopefully be a year with less covid and more fun!!!

Youth Programs- New and Improving
NYS Clay Target League – MCS Trapshooting Team

The Morristown Central School Trap Shooting team will be participating in its 10th
season this Spring! It’s amazing how far not only our team but the league has come in
10 seasons. We have had to make some minor changes over the past couple of seasons
due to COVID but are thankful we have been able to continue to shoot (missing only the
Spring 2020 season).
Seven MCS Trap Team members (Addison Colby, Trenten Evans, Emilie
O’Donnell, Emma Showers, Emily Gagnon, Macaulay Ritchie and Jarred Young) attended
the USA High School Clay Target National Tournament in Mason, MI in July. Everyone
did a great job representing the MCS Team. Jarred Young advanced to the Individual
Championships with a score of 96/100.
The MCS Trap Team placed third in their conference for the Fall 2021 season.
We had 23 team members participate. Team Awards - Jarred Young, High Average
Male; Emilie O’Donnell, High Average Female; Teegan Bice, Coaches Award; Jimmy
Rainville, Most Improved. League Conference Awards - Jarred Young, 1st Place Male
(23.1), Addison Colby 3rd Place Male (22.2), Emilie O’Donnell 1st Place Female (20),
Emily Gagnon 3rd Place Female (17.8). We had many team members in the top 10 and
top 25. Way to go!!
As many of you have experienced, securing ammunition has been tough. We
were able to provide enough ammunition for the Fall season and we have some
purchased for the Spring season but with the increase in cost and the availability it has
become a small nightmare for our coaches. Dave Young - Head Coach, Glen Colby, Jim
Robinson, Lawrence Kring, Ralph Goodwin and Larry Kring put in many hours at the field
and behind the season to make this team a success!
We are always so thankful for the community and parents' support. This is not a
cheap sport by any means and without the community’s support from donations,
buying cheese curd, flowers, etc from the kids we would not be able to keep this
affordable for them and their families. Team members and parents work hard
fundraising to help keep this sport affordable. We are also very thankful for the FNRA
as we received a grant that will help to cover some of the cost of the ammunition for
the Spring season. As always, without the support of the Black Lake Fish & Game Club
we would not be able to do what we do! So THANK YOU to the club for doing what you
do for our youth!
The MCS Trap Team looks forward to being able to use the new trap fields this
Spring. Many of our team members have helped with the construction of the fields so it
will be nice for them to be able to use them. We are all hoping for an in-person State
Tournament this year so all our team members will be able to experience shooting at
Bridgeport. And we are hoping to once again be able to attend the USA High School
Clay Target National Championship in July!! #pullingfortherockets

NYS Clay Target League- HCS Trapshooting Team
In a year of uncertainty, the 2021 fall season of the Heuvelton Trap Team included a total of
twenty registered shooters. With Covid-19 restrictions in place, these eager shooters arrived at
Black Lake Fish & Game Club (BLFGC), ready to turn clays into dust. Despite the cold weather, a
new shooting schedule, and the Covid-19 precautions, the volunteer coaches and parents helped
support our members through each and every challenge. The students rallied through it all and
had a great season with Brandon Pray leading the Bulldogs with shooting an average of 22.5
birds per round. Following Brandon was Garrett Wagner, with an average of 21.1 birds per
round. The Team is eager to return to their shooting stations in the spring of 2022 with hopes of
returning to State Competition.
Without the generosity of businesses, organizations, and community support, youth shooting
sports would be very difficult to provide for our students. The Heuvelton Trap Team would like
to thank the Friends of the National Rifle Association for the monetary donation which allowed
the team to purchase ammunition. This generous contribution allows our shooters the ability to
shoot each week with minimal cost to their families.
The generosity of those who help support the students has not gone unnoticed, so the HCS Trap
Team donated back to a couple of organizations in need this holiday season. Covid-19
prevented the students from being able to donate time, so a monetary donation was given
which helped cover the cost of food to families in need. Coaches were very proud of the
students as they expressed a need and desire to donate funds, as they realized the importance
of support.
The Team and I would like to thank Randy Pray, Jim Rheome, Matt Denner, Brandi Wagner, Kari
Eggelston and parents for all their help. A big thank you to the Black Lake Fish and Game
Association for assistance and support provided to the Team annually.

NYS Clay Target League – Hammond Trapshooting Team
The Hammond Trap Team is still growing and improving with each season. We had a total of
eighteen shooters this fall 2021 season. We had three new shooters this year. Each one of them
showed improvement and will be an asset to the team. The Hammond Team finished in third
place for the 1A conference 4, not far behind the second place team. Willow Arquit placed third
in our conference for female shooters. We have had many 23 and 24 scores. We hope to have a
couple 25’s in this coming season. The kids always look forward to shooting come Sunday
afternoon. We have many laughs and enjoy the competition between the kids. It’s great to see
the returning shooters evolve and improve each year. Can’t wait for the Spring 2022 season to
start.

Summer Education Series

The Black Lake Fish and Game Association is dedicated to providing fun, informational
and engaging outdoor activities for our youth. Funded by a donation from Stewart’s
Shops from their Holiday Match Program, we have been able to offer a
variety of programs at no cost to attend. After taking a year off because
of COVID, we are pleased to say that our Summer Programs are back!
This year we offered a variety of fun, outdoor, educational programs
that everyone enjoyed. We welcomed back Mary Benevento with her
“Reptiles Forever” presentation. This offered an up close, hands on
learning experience with a variety of reptiles such as snakes and turtles.
We also welcomed Spencer Thew, a new presenter to the club, who
brought along one of his sled dogs and spoke about his experiences
while racing in the Iditarod. Spencer has competed in many sled dog
races and it was extremely interesting to hear about his adventures as
well as take an up close look at all of the gear he brings along with him.
The BLFGA continued with its “Take a Kid Fishing Day” hosted at McLear’s Cottage. Kids
of all experience levels were provided fishing poles, bait and a lesson on the rules and
regulations from a Conservation Officer before they ventured out on the water to try
their luck. It was a beautiful day on the lake and once returned from fishing, the kids
and their families enjoyed a shoreside lunch by cleaning and cooking their catch. With
the cooperation of many club members, this event was another overwhelming success
and we look forward to it again this summer.

NYSDEC Summer Conservation Camps

In the past, the club has sent 7 kids each summer to these incredible camps,
and have already voted to send another 7 this year. Kids must be 11 – 13
years old. If any kids out there would like to go next summer, please contact
Ryan Demick at 315-486-2210 to get their name on the list ASAP. Registration
for the camps and weeks is first come-first serve and begins in January, so
don’t wait! We ask that if you put your name on the list that you 100% plan
on going. The cost of the camp is nonrefundable to the club. If for some
reason they don’t go at the last minute, then we lose our money and another
kid that could have gone loses their chance to go to camp. See the NYSDEC
Conservation Camp website for information:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1877.html

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman Workshop
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman (BOW) is a DEC supported program
designed to teach women outdoor skills. These three day workshops
provide women with hands-on instruction in a variety of outdoor skills
such as fishing, shooting, archery, hunting, trapping, taxidermy,
outdoor photography, map and compass, survival, camping, canoeing,
self defense and outdoor cooking. The BLFGA has sponsored three
women to attend the BOW workshop. The instructors were very
knowledgeable and created a comfortable learning environment for all
skill levels. These ladies agreed that this workshop was an amazing
experience all women should be excited to join in on. Not only do you
learn from the instructors, but you also gain valuable information from
other participants and you leave the workshop with a new-found sense
of confidence in yourself and your abilities.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, the BOW workshop was cancelled this
past fall, however with the hopes that it will return this fall, the Black
Lake Fish and Game Association would like to sponsor more women to
attend. Any women interested in this workshop should contact Liz at
(315) 486-6046 for more information.

Women’s Shooting Day

The Black Lake Fish and Game Association brought back the
Women’s Shooting Day and added a Women’s Trap night! Many
women who have attended our shooting days expressed interest
in getting together more often so if you would like to join in on
the fun, all are welcome! The annual Women’s Shooting Day
starts with coffee and snacks as we do a brief safety overview of
the range and some of the firearms. We then begin with small
caliber handguns and long guns and work our way up to larger
pistols and rifles. Our goal is to create a fun, comfortable and
safe environment that encourages anyone to try things they
might not have otherwise done. Many women who attend our
events have very minimal experience and are able to ask
questions and try a variety of firearms while shooting fun targets including balloons, pumpkins
and even a few exploding targets! Stay tuned and keep an eye out on our Facebook page for a
Woman’s Shooting Day this Spring!

Wood Duck Nesting Boxes
Jim Robinson has already picked up the material and has cut out the parts for 60 wood duck nest
boxes! The St. Lawrence Valley Water Fowlers again donated materials for youth wood duck
nesting box building at the club. We would like to thank them for their continued support! A
date and time will be determined, and we will post on FaceBook to provide an opportunity to
youngsters and families to come help construct boxes, and send at least one out with each
family to be put up for the ducks to use. It’s a great experience throughout the whole process!
Additional boxes will also be constructed and sold by the club at our normal cost of $15/nest
box. Jim Robinson picks up the lumber for these every year, stores it in his barn to dry, cuts out
the required elements, cuts the entrance, installs the mesh, and drills the hanging hole. His
system is infallible, and we have no idea how many nest boxes have been cycled through his
shop!
Larry Kring brought up an interesting point recently: He was wondering if we can figure
out how many of these the club has distributed through the years, and pointed out
there is a pretty good chance that when you shoot at a wood duck, there’s a good
chance it was born in a BLFGA nest box! Jim guessed at least 500 boxes, but we’ve a
good feeling the number is higher still!

Pheasant Hunts
Again this year the Black Lake Fish and Game Club working with the Department of
Environmental Conservation, the River Valley Gun Dog Club and the St. Lawrence Valley
Sportsmen Club hosted youth, ladies and veterans hunts. We have been involved with this
program for 12 years now and again it was a great success. All participants have the opportunity
to harvest 2 pheasants, hunting with trained gun dogs handled by experienced pheasant hunters.

Sportsmen Education
The Black Lake Fish and Game Club conducted no Hunter Education classes this year due to
Covid 19. DEC recognized the seriousness of the pandemic and set up courses for gun and bow
online.

Online Hunter Education Course
You can complete all the requirements to earn a NYS hunter education certificate online. Any
New York State resident age 11 or older can take the online course. You must be a New York
State resident. If you successfully complete the course, and pass the final exam, you will receive
your NY hunter education certificate. The cost of the course is $19.95. The course can be found
at https://www.hunter-ed.com/newyork/.
Online Bowhunter Education Course
You can complete all the requirements to earn a NY bowhunter education certificate online. Any
New York State resident age 11 or older can take the online course. If you successfully complete
the course, and pass the final exam, you will receive your NY bowhunter education certificate.
The cost of the course is $30.00. The course can be found at https://www.bowhuntered.com/newyork/.
We hope to be back to in person classes when the pandemic is under control.

501c3 Tax Exempt Organization
What many may not realize, is the club has obtained 501c3 Tax Exempt Status this past year- and this
means big changes, and many advantages for us! This status also made us eligible for NYS Tax Sales Tax
Exemption, as well as for Property Tax Exemption for the land we own. What this means to us is more
available dollars to be used for the club programs, especially since the club operations on memberships
and donations. It is also the reason we now qualify for many of the grants we’ve requested and received.
Donations to the club are now legally tax deductible too!

Thoughts for the FUTURE
Our main reason for existence here at the BLFGA is the FUTURE. The FUTURE of the club, the FUTURE of
our sports, the FUTURE of the continuation of an outdoor culture in the North Country. Our kids are that
FUTURE, and as such, have become our number one priority. Our aim now is to provide every possible
opportunity to get these kids, and actually, not just kids, but entire families, off the computer, off their
phone, and off their video games, and into the outdoors. We want everybody to find something
interesting to do outdoors in the fresh air and sunshine, and to learn how to spend quality time together.
In doing so, we’d also like these kids to learn a bit about leadership skills, principles of teamwork, and
also some problem solving skills. The kids we see here today will be running this club tomorrow. The time
is NOW to think about the FUTURE!
With all that being said, we are trying hard to expand the facilities at the club to accommodate the needs
of these activities, and lately have been discussing the possibility of constructing a larger building,
approximately 40’x100’ is the current thought, inside which indoor shooting with archery and air guns
could be possible. The space could also be used as classroom, for banquets, or for sports shows, and all
other manner of useful purposes. Right now it’s a dream for us, but we’re getting closer to finding ways
to make it a reality. We feel it’s important to dream big and shoot for the moon- the FUTURE really is that
important!

A Message to Neighboring Clubs
We’d also like to see neighboring clubs (or far away for that matter), follow our lead, and concentrate
more on getting youth, ladies, and families back into the outdoor sports and activities! We enjoy what
we’re doing immensely, and would love to see others enjoy it too. Being the first club in St. Lawrence
County, to have the first fully registered Scholastic Trap Team in St. Lawrence County shooting at our
club, was a culmination of effort, that made us all realize just how important what we’re doing is. We’re
now blessed with 3 great teams of incredible young people that will someday be running this club. We
also find that instead of making every event a fundraiser, and instead making it an activity, we are
growing quickly, with great participation. Don’t get us wrong, money is required to fund this stuff, but if
you get folks coming, the money it requires will come with it. Our community is extremely supportive of
what we do, and we only see bigger and better things for our future. If you’re curious how we do things,
come on out and talk to us, jump in and participate, led a hand, and we’re pretty sure you’ll enjoy
yourself. Every one of us has learned a bit in all this, and the FUTURE looks really bright!

Raffle Tickets

Mailing costs have gone up so instead of sending the packets out
just call or text Ryan Demick at 315 486 2210. He will fill out your
tickets for you if you’re interested and you can mail the money into
us or Pay-Pal us at club@blfga.org. If you don’t like Ryan call his
assistant Mike Warren at 315 523 0298. Tickets are also on sale at
Turners, Parkway, Morristown Fuel, Chapman’s Sport Shop, Echoes
on the Lake, Black Lake Marine, Fish Creek Bait and Tackle (home of
the golden shiner) or at the clubhouse. “We’re bringing it back to
the lake”.

AS OF JANUARY, 2022 MEETING: Meetings Begin @ 7:00 PM

Membership Renewal – Please Renew!
Please be sure to renew your membership. Memberships expire on Dec 31st of 2021 and new
memberships are required on January 1st of 2022. We remain able to keep our membership fees at the
current rates for another year thanks to your generosity. To renew your membership, simply enclose a
check with a note for which membership you want to purchase in the enclosed self-addressed stamped
envelope. You can go onto the club’s website BLFGA.org and purchase a membership through Pay-Pal. If
you purchase your membership online, you will be able to print your membership card immediately.
Either way we will mail a new 2022 BLFGA membership card to you right away. Memberships are also
available at Echoes on the Lake. Don’t be offended if a member asks if you are a member when you are at
the club- it’s just not right to have some pay for the privilege and not others. Bill Morrison does a great
job of policing the area and checking memberships, and he’s a very nice gentleman to talk to. He can be
seen at the club nearly every day, cleaning up the grounds, and keeping an eye on things. He’s a great
asset and deserves our thanks!

Current membership fees are as follows:
Annual - Regular Membership — $35.00 Annual - Junior Membership (16 and under)
Annual - Family Membership —$70.00
(Includes husband and wife, or partners, with children at home) (Available by mail or at the clubhouse
during club activities)
Annual - Guest Pass —— $15.00 (Please Use Fairly- If the same person is returning, please buy a regular)
(Purchased by member to use when accompanied by a guest) (Available by mail or at the clubhouse
during club activities)
Life Membership —— (depends on age)
Under 50 - $500 / 51 - 55 - $350 / 56-59 - $300 / 60-64 - $250 / 65 and Over - $200

Please return your Name, Address and appropriate fees to:
The Black Lake Fish & Game Assn. , PO Box 125, Hammond, NY 13646
Please make checks and money orders payable to: The Black Lake Fish & Game Assn., Inc.
Please note the above address change for the Club’s Mail.
Thank you again for your continued support in making The Black Lake Fish and Game Club a
success and keeping it operational year-round.
2022 OfficersPresident: Michael Warren Vice President: Ryan Demick Secretary: Liz Truskowski Treasurer: Penny Young
Directors: James Robinson, Larry Kring, Scott Ritchie Youth Directors: Jarred Young

